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MARIST BLUE AND BLUE 2003

European Soccer Tour

In September-October I had the privilege to be one of the
staff accompanying two soccer teams from the College on an
international tour taking in the European cities of Vienna and
London as well many of the tourist sights of southern England.
The tour was built around an invitation to participate in an
international tournament at Tonbridge in Kent, England.

On September 26 the squad of 29 excited boys, six equally
excited officials and two family members left the College on
what should have been a 35-hour journey to London via Kuala
Lumpur and Vienna. Forty-eight hours later a very tired group
of Australians dragged themselves through Heathrow Airport
and onto the London Tube on their way to a well deserved
rest at their new home for the next five days in Kensington,
London.

Our first outing in London was to attend an exciting Premier
League match between Charlton and Liverpool in which the
underdog Charlton side had its first home win of the season.
While in London the teams attended a reception at Australia
House hosted by the High Commissioner. They also visited
Brentwood College to play their first tour match, the Firsts
losing narrowly 2-1 and the Seconds winning a thrilling game
5-3.

Other highlights of our time in London included visits to
London Eye, Madame Toussauds and Buckingham Palace. The
teams left London to travel to Lancing College on the south
coast to play the second of their tour matches. This was a
memorable occasion for the boys as it was their first encounter
with a traditional English ‘public’ school; they were in awe of
the 800-year old buildings and the cathedral-like chapel. The
Firsts played brilliantly to win their game 3-0; the Seconds
played well but were beaten 4-1

During the next two days the teams participated in an
international tournament hosted by Tonbridge School, another
school with a long tradition. The Firsts won a runners-up
trophy for their division and the Seconds played high quality
soccer stretching to the limits their older and more experienced
oppositions. The teams faced each other in the semi-finals with
the Firsts winning and going on to the finals.

The tour finished off with an exploration of southern
England which included visits to Arundel and Windsor Castles,
Hastings, Brighton, Portsmouth, Longleat, Stonehenge and
Bath. On the return flight to Australia the teams “overnighted”
in Vienna and were able to take in some of the sights of that
magnificent city.

I finish this report by mentioning how proud I was of the
boys. They played great soccer and were fine ambassadors not
only for their College but also for Australia. I also thank those
parents who participated in the tour; their friendship, support
and help were greatly appreciated.

Patrick Bellgard
Soccer Co-ordinator

SOCCER TOUR PHOTOS, ADJACENT PAGE

BACKGROUND PHOTO: The Tour Group in front of Big Ben
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Anthony Dalla displaying his skills
against Brentwood College, Pat and Chris Bellgard at Stonehenge,
Matthew Ford is not overawed by the surroundings at Lancing
College, Home Sweet Home - the Sydney skyline, some sightseeing
at Windsor Castle, Anushka Wickeramasinghe accepts a trophy and
keen fans look on as Charlton Athletic play Liverpool in the English
Premier League

From the Co-ordinator

The success of a sporting club should not just be measured
by the number of premierships won; it should encompass many
other factors such as the enjoyment level of the players and
their desire to return to play the next season.

I am not using this statement as an excuse for the small
number of premierships won in 2003. I believe that the main
goal of a club should be to provide an environment for the
players to develop their skills, make friendships and enjoy
playing the sport. Winning a premiership should be seen as a
bonus.

In order to achieve these goals a sporting club depends on
the efforts of those that volunteer to run the club. I am proud
to have been associated with the committee members who
volunteered to run the Marist Soccer Club in 2003; they have
worked tirelessly to run a fast expanding club whose growth is
a testimony to their efforts.

The problem that we now face is that with this growth comes
the added burden of providing for increased membership with

a limited number of volunteers; we have outstretched our
resources. I appeal for more people to become involved as
coaches, managers or committee members so that we can
continue to meet the demands that have arisen from our own
success.

On behalf of the College I thank the many parents and
students who have given up so much of their time to the
coaching and managing of our teams. Your efforts have been
greatly appreciated.

Finally I take this opportunity to thank the outgoing
President of the Club, Mr Michael Kilfoyle, for the tremendous
effort that he and his wife Gabby have put into the Club during
the past six years. Under Michael's leadership many new
initiatives have been introduced to further develop the skills of
the players and the Club has grown into one of the most highly
regarded soccer clubs in the Canberra competition.

Patrick Bellgard
Soccer Co-ordinator
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